
 
 

2017 LANDMARK DESIGNATION AWARD WINNER 
DIX HOME 

1919 W MAIN ST 

 
Owners: Brad and Kay Lindsey 

Excerpts from Heartland History, Volume Three by Gary Kremer 
 

In 1867, Leander Vaughn Dix, a veteran of the Union army during the Civil War, was 
traveling by train through Missouri on his way to Sedalia. The New York native was in 
hopes to buy land near Sedalia to establish an orchard. Dix’s train 
stopped in Jefferson City. Dix got off the train to view the Missouri 
State Capitol. A chance interaction with a local resident made him 
aware of land for sale between modern day North Ten Mile Drive 
and West Truman Blvd. Dix inspected the land and thought it offered 
promise. He purchased 80 acres and decided to make Jefferson City 
his home.  He set to work clearing the land and planting fruit trees.  
 
Initially the Dix family lived in a log house built by Dix on North Ten 
Mile Drive. In the late 1880s, Dix moved his family into the house at 1919 W Main St. that 
had been previously occupied by James C. Babbitt, a US commissioner of land sales. That 
house sat on acreage that extended west to the Forest Hill area and south to Dix Road, 
which runs through the middle of this property and is named for L.V. Dix. 
 
L.V. Dix expanded his business in the late 1890s after his only son, Charles, became old 
enough to assist him.  Charles and his father formed a partnership and planted 
approximately fifty acres of pear, apple and peach trees.  Dix family operated 
multigenerational businesses that were “fruitful” such as an orchard farm, dairy farm, and 
nursery.  L.V. Dix never made it to Sedalia in 1867.  Instead the decision to get off the train 
and view the capitol in that year led to the establishment of a successful multigenerational 
business that still bears his name more than 135 years later.  

 

 

 

  



 
 

2017 LANDMARK DESIGNATION AWARD WINNER 
HIGH STREET RETREAT 

712 E HIGH ST 

 
Owners HBC, LLC 

Donna Deetz 
 

The High Street Retreat is a Victorian home built by “King” Frank Heinrich in 1900. King 
Heinrich was the local funeral director and also owned a furniture store. In 1920, his son 
Charles Heinrich bought the home and opened the City’s first public funeral home. Continuing 
the unique usage of the home, the Dulle family bought the property and business in 1943.  The 
Dulle's lived on the second floor while operating the funeral home on the main floor. By the 
1970s the home was subdivided into three residential flats. In 2010, the Deetz’s and Bellezzo’s 
purchased the property. They rehabbed the home to its original look with bedrooms on the 
second floor and living space on the first floor. It is now used as “High Street Retreat” and as a 
rental facility for family reunions, visitors riding the Katy Trail, and wedding parties.  The High 
Street Retreat recently hosted the Navy Seal friends of Governor Eric Greitens during the 2017 
inauguration.  

 

 

  


